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ALTOONA CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

The Altoona City Planning Commission, created in March 1916, is composed of seven residents appointed by the Mayor
with the approval of City Council. The Commission is responsible for developing and updating the Comprehensive Plan,
reviewing proposals that affect the development of the City, and providing a public forum that encourages participation in
guiding the future of the City.

Regular Meeting of Tuesday, January 6, 2026 at 3:00 PM
4th Floor City Hall Common Room

AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING

CALL TO ORDER

PUBLIC COMMENT
REGULAR BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

1. Approval of Minutes — The Commission will consider the approval of minutes from its previous
meeting of December 2, 2025 which is included in the packet.

SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT -

1. Nails Square — 201 E Plank Rd — On 9/12/2025 the City of Altoona received a land
development plan proposing the remodel of a 1500 SF building into a nail salon. A total of six
waivers is being requested. Your agenda packet includes the latest plans, narrative, technical
review and BCPC review. A recommended resolution for approval has been included.

STAFF LEVEL REVIEWS
None
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

1. GAEDC Report — December meeting was canceled. Next meeting is 3/25/26.
2. Blair County Planning Commission Report

COMMISSIONER FORUM
QUESTIONS FROM MEDIA

ADJOURNMENT



MINUTES
ALTOONA CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
December 2, 2025

MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT
Dave Albright, Chairman Michael Haire, Secretary
Larry Bilotto, Vice-Chairman

Peter Folen

Drew Brennan
Richard Haines
Councilman Jesse Ickes (phone)

GUESTS PRESENT
Bill Kibler — Altoona Mirror

STAFF PRESENT

Chris McGuire — Altoona City Manager

Sabrina Appel-McMillen — Planning and Development Manager, Community
Development Department

Josh Kaufman — Code Supervisor/Blight Manager

Eric Luchansky — Director Planning and Community Development Department
Bette Fischer — Clerical lll, Community Development Department

CALL TO ORDER

The Altoona City Planning Commission (ACPC) held its regular meeting on
December 2, 2025, in the Common Room of Altoona City Hall, 1301 12™" Street,
Altoona, PA. Chairman David Albright called the meeting to order at 3:07 PM.
PUBLIC COMMENT

None

REGULAR BUSINESS

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

1. Approval of Minutes — A motion was made by Mr. Bilotto to approve the
November 4, 2025 minutes. Mr. Folen seconded the motion. Motion passed

unanimously.

SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS

None



STAFF LEVEL REVIEWS

Ms. Appel-McMillen presented the Staff Level Reviews that were received
since the November 4, 2025 meeting.

a. City of Altoona — 1101 25 St (Garfield Park) — Minor SD Plan — Approved
b. City of Altoona — 201 25" Ave (Fairview Park) — Minor SD Plan — Approved

SPOT BLIGHT DECLARATION

1.

1819 5 Avenue — Mr. Luchansky presented the property at 1819 5% Avenue,
Altoona, PA and asked for a motion certifying to the Redevelopment Authority of

Altoona (RAA) that 1819 5" Avenue, Altoona, Pennsylvania:

(a) Was declared blighted by the City of Altoona’s Blighted Property Review

Committee at its October 16, 2025 meeting and recommended to the RAA for
acquisition and reuse, in accordance with the Urban Redevelopment Law Act
of 1945 P.L. 991, No. 385 as amended, and that the Altoona City Planning
Commission hereby concurs in the Blighted Property Review Committee’s
determination of blight; and

(b) The recommended reuse is residential in nature; and
(c) That the recommended reuse is consistent with the City of Altoona’s

comprehensive plan, All Together Altoona, p. 54, "A final foundational step for
implementing the All Together Altoona Action Plan—one that draws on the
other foundational steps—is acceptance that Aftoona’s housing supply will
require continuous editing on multiple fronts to advance the plan’s vision.
Every year, there need to be a combination of demolitions, rehabs, and new
housing units put into service to make the city’s housing supply and
neighborhoods healthier and more responsive to the needs of existing and
future residents. Since Altoona’s population is likely to continue to decline, this
combination of activities needs to be intentionally calibrated to result in a
smaller number of housing units over time—>but units that are in better overall
condition and reflect higher standards that will help Altoona compete for
households and generate healthy levels of reinvestment by property owners.”

Motion was made by Mr. Bilotto to certify and declare that 1819 5%

Avenue as blighted based on the conditions listed in the Urban
Redevelopment Law Act of 1945, P.L. 991 No. 385, as amended,

which are also listed on the Resolution of Declaration of Blight.
(Resolution is attached). Motion was seconded by Mr. Brennan.

Motion passed unanimously.

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

1. GAEDC Report — No report. Next meeting December 17, 2025. Mr. Bilotto did

say that there has been one completion of a project since the last meeting. He



also stated that there is money available for Facades, if you know of anyone that
would like to apply.

2. Blair County Planning Commission Report — No report

COMMISSIONERS FORUM - Mr. Bilotto shared a site plan that he found going through
some old files of a 1965 illustration of what downtown Altoona could look like that was

created by Campbell, Rae, Hayes and Large.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:40 PM.

Signed: David Albright, Chair
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ENGINEERING ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN SERVICES

1126 Eighth Avenue, Altoona, PA 16602

LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS

NAILS SQUARE
201 E PLANK RD

ALTOONA
BLAIR COUNTY, PA

SEPTEMBER 2025

ALTOONA CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

LAND DEVELOPMENT APPROVED UNDER THE ALTOONA PLANNING CODE

DATE:

SUBJECT TO A PERFORMANCE COVENANT, DATED , RUNNING WITH THE
LAND, TO BE DULY RECORDED WITH THIS PLAN BY OR FOR THE OWNER OF RECORD.

OTHER PLANS APPLICABLE TO THIS LAND DEVELOPMENT MAY BE ON FILE WITH THE
CITY OF ALTOONA CODES & INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT, ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT,
PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT.

BLAIR COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

REVIEWED BY THE BLAIR COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

THIS DAY OF 20

AUTHORIZED AGENT

814-944-5035 (phone)
814-944-4862 (fax)

www.eadsgroup.com

CERTIFICATION OF OWNERSHIP

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA SS:

COUNTY OF BLAIR

ON THIS DAY OF , 20, BEFORE

ME THE UNDERSIGNED OFFICER(S), PERSONALLY APPEARED, WHO BEING DULY
SWORN ACCORDING TO LAW, DEPOSE AND SAY THAT HE/SHE IS THE OWNER
AND/OR EQUITABLE OWNER(S) OF THE PROPERTY SHOWN ON THE PLAN, AND THAT
THEY ACKNOWLEDGE THE SAME TO BE THEIR ACT AND PLAN, AND DESIRE THE SAME
TO RECORDED AS SUCH, ACCORDING TO LAW.

OWNER/EQUIATBLE OWNER:

SIGNATURE / PRINTED NAME TITLE

WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL, THIS DATE

NOTARY PUBLIC
COMMISSION EXPIRES
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LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN

AS NOTED

Date

/\ | CITY AND PENNDOT COMMENTS | 11/18/2025

SEPTEMBER 2025
Drawn By
Checked By
120-21-218.20

DJB
Project No.
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fax: 814.944.4862

www.eadsgroup.com

phone: 814.944.5035

ENGINEERING ARCHITECTURE avo DES/IGN SERVICES

FOR
NAILS SQUARE
201 E PLANK ROAD
CITY OF ALTOONA, BLAIR COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA

Drawing No.

C-0.00
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