
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

CODES & INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT 
1301 12TH STREET, SUITE 103 
ALTOONA, PA 16601 
(814) 949-2456 

DECK SPECIFICATIONS AND CHECKLIST 
PLEASE READ ALL OF THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION.  YOU MUST HAVE A "CHECKMARK" IN ALL THE SECTIONS LISTED BELOW 
PRIOR TO SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION. 

CHECKLIST 
A SITE PLAN SHOWING THE PROPOSED DECK, THE WIDTH AND LENGTH OF THE DECK, THE DISTANCES IN FEET, TO THE FRONT, 
SIDES, REAR PROPERTY LINES, AND THE HEIGHT OF FLOOR SURFACE ABOVE GRADE AT HIGHEST POINT. 

THREE (3) SETS OF CONSTRUCTION DRAWINGS THAT SHOW IN DETAIL CODE COMPLIANCE FOR ALL OF THE WORK 
PROPOSED, TO INCLUDE BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION; 
FLOOR JOIST SIZE, SPECIES AND GRADE OF WOOD. 
FLOOR JOIST SPACING (16" OR CENTER, 24" ON CENTER ETC.:). 
SPAN OF FLOOR JOIST (CLEAR DISTANCE BETWEEN SUPPORTS). 
ATTACHMENT TO EXISTING STRUCTURE (BOLTS OR LAGS, WITH SIZES AND SPACING). 

• LEDGER SHALL NOT BE SUPPORTED ON BRICK OR STONE VENEER. 
• FLASHING DETAIL. 

DEPTH OF POST FOOTING BELOW FINISHED GRADE. (SHALL BE BELOW FROST LINE). 
GUARDRAIL HEIGHT FROM FLOOR OF DECK, (36" MINIMUM) 
GUARDRAIL ON STAIRS (34" MINIMUM MEASURED VERTICALLY FROM NOSE OF TREAD). 
SPACING OF BALUSTERS. (MAXIMUM 4"). 
STAIRS — RISER HEIGHT AND TREAD DEPTH. (RISE 8 1/4" MAXIMUM DEPTH 9" MINIMUM). 
STAIRS — HANDRAIL HEIGHT (FROM NOSE OF TREAD, MINIMUM 34", MAXIMUM 38"). HANDRAIL GRIP SIZE — IF 
CIRCULAR MUST HAVE A CROSS SECTION OF 1 1/4" MINIMUM TO 2" MAXIMUM. 
WIDTH OF STAIRS (36" MINIMUM) LATERAL BRACING DETAIL. 
PLEASE REFER TO (AWC DCA 2015 — DECK GUIDE — 1804.PDF) FOR WOOD DECK DESIGN. 
COMPLETED BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION. 

CITY WILL REVIEW PLANS SUBMITTED TO DETERMINE CODE COMPLIANCE. IF THE MINIMUM SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS ARE NOT 
MET, WE WILL ASK THE APPLICANT TO SUPPLY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. IF THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS ARE MET, THE 
PLANS WILL BE MARKED "APPROVED". A BUILDING PERMIT WILL BE ISSUED AND THE APPLICANT WILL BE NOTIFIED OF THE 
INSPECTION FEES AND WHEN THEY CAN PICK-UP THE PERMIT AT CITY HALL. ALL FEES SHALL BE PAID PRIOR TO THE ISSUANCE OF 
THE PERMIT. THEN USE THE INSPECTION PROCEDURES PROVIDED TO HAVE ALL OF THE REQUIRED INSPECTIONS PERFORMED. 

INSPECTION PROCEDURES DECKS 
• BUILDING PERMIT MUST BE POSTED ON THE SITE OF THE WORK AND CLEARLY VISIBLE FROM THE ROAD UNTIL 

COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT. 
• YOUR APPROVED PLANS MUST BE AVAILABLE AT ALL TIMES FOR INSPECTIONS. THESE ARE THE PLANS THAT WERE 

SUBMITTED WITH YOUR APPLICATION AND WERE MARKED "APPROVED" BY THE BUILDING INSPECTION AGENCY. 
• THE PERMIT APPLICANT OR AUTHORIZED AGENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SCHEDULING ALL INSPECTIONS. 
• TO SCHEDULE AN INSPECTION, CALL THE INSPECTOR LISTED BELOW. 
• DO NOT SCHEDULE AN INSPECTION IF THE WORK IS NOT READY 
• WHEN SCHEDULING AN INSPECTION, YOU MUST SUPPLY YOUR PERMIT NUMBER AND PHONE NUMBER TO THE 

INSPECTOR. 

PLEASE GIVE THREE (3) WORKING DAYS ADVANCE NOTICE 
FOOTING INSPECTION WILL BE GIVEN PRIORITY 

1. FOOTING INSPECTION — HOLES MUST BE DUG FOR SUPPORT POSTS BELOW FROST LINE. THE INSPECTION MUST 
BE APPROVED PRIOR TO PLACING OF CONCRETE. 

2. FRAMING INSPECTION — AT THE TIME OF INSPECTION ALL FRAMING MEMBERS MUST BE VISIBLE. SUCH AS 
FLOOR JOISTS, JOIST HANGERS, ATTACHMENT TO DWELLING. (LAG BOLTS ETC.) 

3. ELECTRICAL IF APPLICABLE 
4. FINAL INSPECTION — ALL RAILINGS, STEPS, HANDRAILS, GUARDRAILS, AND DECKING SHALL BE COMPLETED. 

INSPECTIONS #2, #3 AND #4 MAY BE CONDUCTED AT THE SAME TIME, IF ALL PORTIONS OF THE FRAMING AND 
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION ARE VISIBLE UPON COMPLETION OF THE DECK. 

BEFORE DIGGING CALL 811 
QUESTIONS? CALL THE CITY CODES AND INSPECTIONS OFFICE – 814-949-2406 

REVISION DATE: 202 1 
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