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The Altoona City Planning Commission, created in March 1916, is composed of seven residents appointed by the Mayor
with the approval of City Council. The Commission is responsible for developing and updating the Comprehensive Plan,
reviewing proposals that affect the development of the City, and providing a public forum that encourages participation in
guiding the future of the City.

Regular Meeting of Tuesday, April 1, 2025 at 3:00 PM
4th Floor City Hall Common Room

AGENDA

REGULAR MEETING

CALL TO ORDER
PUBLIC COMMENT
PRESENTATION — Western PA Conservancy — Rey Bandhuza
REGULAR BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
1. Approval of Minutes — The Commission will consider the approval of minutes from its previous
meeting of March 4, 2025 which is included in the packet.

2. Nomination and Appointment of Altoona City Planning Commission Board Member to Blighted
Property Review Committee

SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT

1. Sheetz #354 (Car Wash Rebuild) — 1915 Pleasant Valley Blvd — A land development plan
proposing to rebuild the existing car wash and associated site features was submitted to the
city. The proposed car wash will be 939 SF, slightly larger than the existing 835 SF. Your
agenda packet includes the latest plans, narrative, and city comments. A recommended
resolution for approval has been included.

STAFF LEVEL REVIEWS

Staff has received the following staff level subdivision/land development applications since the
March 4, 2025 regular meeting:

None at present



SPOT BLIGHT DECLARATIONS - The ACPC will consider the following properties as blighted.
Assessment sheets, documentation and pictures will follow:

922 5th Ave (on tax sale - June)
131 E 5th Ave

515 2nd Ave

127 6th Ave

709 4th Ave (on tax sale - June)
1002 3rd Ave

1009 4th Ave (on tax sale - June)
1111 N. 5th Ave

915 6th Avenue

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS
1. SALDO/Zoning Ordinance Update Status
2. GAEDC Report
3. Blair County Planning Commission Report
COMMISSIONER FORUM
QUESTIONS FROM MEDIA

ADJOURNMENT



MINUTES
ALTOONA CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
March 4, 2025

MEMBERS PRESENT
Dave Albright, Chairman
Larry Bilotto, Vice-Chairman
Michael Haire — Secretary
Drew Brennan

Peter Folen

Richard Haines

Councilman Jesse Ickes

GUESTS PRESENT
Mackenzie Caron, Regional Planner, Blair Planning

STAFF PRESENT

Sabrina Appel-McMillen — GIS/Land Use Coordinator

Rebecca Brown — Director, Codes and Inspection

Rob Crossman — Interim Director — Public Works

Christopher McQuire — Altoona City Manager

Bette Fischer — Clerical Associate lll = Department of Community Development
Diana White — Director, Department of Community Development

The Altoona City Planning Commission (ACPC) held its Annual Meeting on March 4,
2025, in the City Hall 4 Floor Common Room, 1301 12t Street, Altoona, PA. Chairman
David Albright called the meeting to order at 3:04 PM.

NEW BUSINESS

On January 13, 2025, Mayor Matthew Pacifico reappointed David Albright to the
Altoona City Planning Commission for a term of four years. Said term shall expire the
first Mondy of January 2029. Reappointment was approved by Council unanimously.
There was one unfilled position. Devin Saylor's term expired January 2025. Mayor
Matthew Pacifico appointed Peter J. Folen to the Altoona City Planning Commission for
a term of four years. Said term shall expire the first Monday of January 2029.
Appointment was approved by Council unanimously.

NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS —

Mr. Albright asked for nominations from the floor with subsequent action by the board
for the following positions:

1. Chairperson
2. Vice Chairperson
3. Secretary



Motion was made by Mr. Bilotto that the three officers remain as they are:

1. Chairperson — Mr. David Albright
2. Vice Chairperson — Mr. Larry Bilotto
3. Secretary — Mr. Micharl Haire.

Mr. Haire seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

As there was no more business for the Annual Meeting the meeting was
adjourned.

REGULAR MEETING
CALL TO ORDER

PRESENTATION: Matt Ingalls, Pete Lombardi and Thomas Eddington called in virtually
to report on the progress of the SALDO and Zoning Ordinance Updates. They will be
presenting to Council on March 10, 2025 at 6:00 PM, hosting a Technical Advisory
Committee meeting at 10:00 AM on March 11, 2025, and holding a public open house
at the Margaret Avenue Training Center that same evening from 5:30 until 7:00 PM.
There were no questions or comments from the ACPC members. (Presentation
preceded the meetings at the direction of the Chair for the convenience of the
presenters.)

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Albright introduced Mr. Chris McGuire the city’s new City Manager.
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

1. Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Mr. Bilotto to approve the February 4, 2025 minutes as
read. Mr. Folen seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

2. 2025 Meeting Dates
A discussion ensued on the 2025 ACPC Meeting Dates. They are ok as posted. No
action was needed.

3. Nomination and Appointment of Altoona City Planning Commission Board
Member to Blighted Property Committee.
Ms. Brown and Ms. White explained the Blighted Property Review Committee
function to the commission. After some discussion, the board tabled the nomination
and appointment until the next meeting.




SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS

1. South Beach Tanning & Café — 2200 Pleasant Valley Blvd. — Land
Development Plan
Ms. Appel-McMillen presented a preliminary concept plan and list of waiver
requests for discussion only. After discussion, the board directed Ms. Appel-
McMillen to inform the developer that there needs to be a concept plan meeting
with the owner, the engineer and staff before moving on. No action was taken.

STAFF LEVEL REVIEWS

Ms. Appel-McMillen reviewed the staff level applications that have been received
since the February 4, 2025 regular meeting:

a. Evolution Counseling — 801 S. Kettle Street — Low Impact LD Plan-
Approved. An ADA ramp is proposed to replace the existing entrance
stairway. The ramp will be constructed along the rear of the building and an
ADA space will also be provided.

SPOT BLIGHT DECLARATION

Ms. Brown reviewed the following properties to be considered for declaration of
blight.

2105 Washington Avenue
Owner: Melissa Fluke
2105 Washington Avenue
Altoona, PA 16601

Property is deteriorating, substandard not suitable for rehabilitation. Exterior
siding is completely missing, Insulation is showing all around house, brick
chimney is falling apart; rear of house is down to the wood. Foundation is starting
to crumble on both sides. Shingles are worn and falling off, cornice and fascia
are weathered and falling off. Windows are missing and /or broken. Interior is in
poor condition. Owner was supposed to sell the property, but never did. She also
never put any work into the property, no maintenance to the property. It has been
vacant since 2023. Water and Electric are off. Gas is unknown meter is inside
house. There are outstanding taxes on the house, 2022 in the amount of
$1,166.69, 2023 in the amount of $461.61, and 2024 in the amount of $403.24.
The City will have the structure demolished and place a lien on the property for
the cost of the service. Appropriate reuse of this property is residential in nature.
Motion was made by Mr. Bilotto to declare this property blighted for
demolition with the appropriate use as residential in nature. Councilman
Ickes seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.




1006 20 Avenue
Owner: Gerald Friley
2823 Pine Avenue
Altoona, PA 16601

Property is deteriorating, substandard not suitable for rehabilitation. Owner does
not have finance to make repairs. House has been vacant for four years. Oner
applied for a direct home loan but was denied due to the cost of repairs that need
done. Exterior siding is wood and some plastic, weathered and rotted.
Foundation is stone and is falling and crumbling. Shingles are falling off.
Windows are wood and are old most are still intact. The interior is completely
gutted, no wiring or plumbing exist. Utilities are all off. Outstanding taxes for 2024
are $342.65. The City will demolish the structure and place a lien on the property
for the cost of the service. Appropriate reuse of this property is residential in
nature. Motion was made by Mr. Brennan to declare this property blighted
for demolition with the appropriate use as residential in nature. Mr. Folen
seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS
1. GAEDC Report — Mr. Bilotto reported that the next meeting is March 26, 2025.

2. Blair County Planning Commission Report — Ms. Caron reported that the
Blair County Planning Commission had their reorganizational meeting. Todd
Lewis is a new member. Mr. Herb Shelow is the interim chairman until July. At
that time, Nick Ardizone who is the Secretary will take over as Chair, with Jim
Dixon is the Treasurer. The Commission is forming a committee for the Solid
Waste Plan and they are stili looking for volunteers. If anyone is interested in
joining the group please contact her or Sherry Socie at Blair Planning.

COMMISSIONERS FORUM

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business the motion was made by Mr. Bilotto to
adjourn the meeting at 4:25 PM.

Signed: Michael Haire, Secretary



PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Sheetz #354 Altoona
Car Wash Rebuild

City of Altoona, Blair County, PA
SMA Project No. 24:2020

Sheetz, Inc. is proposing torebuild the car wash facility located adjacent to their convenience store at
the intersection of Valley View Boulevard and 17" Street in the City of Altoona, Blair County. The
existing car wash and associated site features will be demolished and replaced.

The site is in the highway business commercial (C-HB) zoning district. The surrounding land use is
commercial properties. The site is currently being used as a commercial property and has historically
been utilized as a commercial property.

The proposed car wash will be 939 square feet, slightly larger than the existing 835 square foot
building. All necessary utility services will be replaced for the car wash including natural gas, electric,
sewer, and water.

The site will be accessed from the existing Sheetz driveway and existing driveway off Valley View
Boulevard. No alterations to vehicular or pedestrian circulation are proposed. The site paving will be
replaced, as well as the landscaping and exterior light fixtures. No changes to existing impervious
coverage or drainage patterns are proposed.

The site grading will remain the same, with the exception of the areas near the entrance and exit of
the car wash building, which will be slightly modified to improve access to the building.

Water and sanitary sewer service will be provided via existing connections to the Altoona Water
Authority’s systems.

There are no wetlands located on the project site and the site is not located within a FEMA designated
flood zone.

The total disturbed area for the proposed project is approximately 0.45 acres.

The plans approved by the City on December 2, 2003, prepared by Innovative Consulting Group, Inc.,
indicate that 61 parking spaces are required for the proposed Sheetz convenience store site. There
are 61 parking spaces located in the immediate area around the store, and those spaces will not be
altered as a result of car wash improvements. Currently, the car wash site has 14 parking spaces. As
a result of this project, one parking space will be removed for a total of 13 spaces. Therefore, there
will be 13 more spaces than required for the overall site.

1\24-2020 Sheelz 354 Altoona\Proiccl-Mami\CanWashiPreiact-Doscrindon.doo
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RESOLUTION 4-1-25-PS$S25-004
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SHEETZ #354 ALTOONA
CAR WASH REBUILD FINAL LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN

WHEREAS an application for a land development project has been filed with the Altoona City Planning
Commission (hereinafter “ACPC”) by Simington Plaza (hereinafter referred to as the “DEVELOPER”); and

WHEREAS, the DEVELOPER desires to reconstruct a new 939 SF car wash at 1915 Pleasant Valley
Blvd, Altoona, Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, staff has reviewed the LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN, incorporated herein by this reference
and filed with the ACPC by the Developer, and has found it to be in compliance, as a FINAL LAND
DEVELOPMENT with all applicable provisions of the City of Altoona’s zoning, subdivision/land development,
and storm water ordinances subject to the conditions of this resolution; and

WHEREAS, the ACPC has determined that this LAND DE!
DEVELOPMENT PLAN in full compliance with the City of Altool
storm water ordinances subject to the conditions of this resoll

MENT PLAN constitutes a FINAL LAND
ing, subdivision/land development, and

WHEREAS, the ACPC has the power to APP% )VE modifications to the: ty of Altoona’s subdivision and

land development requirements.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning C_
Pennsylvania, that the application and plans?as filed by the D
following conditions: )

~of Altoona, Blalr County,

If required, financial secunty to cover,the cost of
A developer’s agreement prepared byfthe ACPC
ACPC as soon as it is recorded.

>d and recorded within the plan deadline.

NOoOGORWON =

David B. Albright, Chairman

12-03-24-PAC24-04 Page 1 of 1



OF ALTp
O‘ﬂf - : 94&4 Sabrina McMillen <smcmillen@altoonapa.gov>

Sheetz Car Wash - City comments

1 message

Rob Crossman <rcrossman@altoonapa.gov> Thu, Mar 6, 2025 at 10:26 AM
To: Greg Geishauser <ggeishauser@stiffler-mcgraw.com>, bfranks@sheetz.com
Cc: Sabrina McMillen <smcmillen@altoonapa.gov>, Rebecca Brown <rbrown@altoonapa.gov>

Greg & Bob,

We have reviewed your low-impact land development plans for Sheetz #354 Altoona Car Wash Rebuild and have the following
comments:

1. The lots will need to be merged into one parcel and this should include the entrance road since this was a former City street that
was vacated by Sheetz.

2. The number of parking spaces in the lot is going from 14 to 13. In the narrative, please clarify that you are eliminating one of the
parking spots and explain how that affects the parking calculations for the entire site, including the store. Plan is by ICG, 2003.

3. Please provide an amendment to the stormwater management report (ICG, 2003) for the store stating that the maintenance
schedule will remain as is (recommended) or if a new maintenance program is desired please provide that information. Also provide
an amended map for the stormwater management report showing the new stormwater layout.

4. It appears that the southernmost inlet may be more effective if shifted downstream and towards the curb, as this is the low spot.
This item is just a suggestion, not a requirement. See attached sketch.

Rob Crossman, CFM

Engineering Department Supervisor
City of Altoona

814-949-2483

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL. The E-Mail message (Including any attachments) from this sender is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, unauthorized review, use or disclosure of this E-Mail is prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please immediately notify us, by contacting ITMGR@AItoonaPA.gov, returning the original
message to the sender and deleting any copies from your system. Thank you

4 attachments

E SACH-PW-PRT25030611260.pdf
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BLIGHTED PROPERTY LIST
APRIL 1, 2025

922 5™ Avenue

Owner: Michael Friedenberger
Address: 1123 6h Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

Vacant/abandoned property, substandard not suitable for rehabilitation. Exterior siding is not
maintained; wood scraps leaning against side of house. Paint peeling. Soffit & fascia
deteriorating, hole in roof, gutters falling off. Several broken windows, sliding glass door broken.
Interior, no access, but appears to be filled with accumulations. Been vacant since 2023. No
contact with owners, Owners do not appear at court hearings. Water and Electric are off. Gas is
unknown meter is inside house. There are outstanding taxes on the house, 2021 in the amount
of $630.70; 2022 $1,545.51; 2023 $506.14; 2024 459.59. Scheduled for Property is scheduled
for Judicial Tax Sale on June 18, 2025. The City will have the structure demolished and place a
lien on the property for the cost of the service. Appropriate reuse for this property is residential
in nature.

131 E. 5" Avenue
Owner: Thomas Hileman
Address: 1200 48" Street
Altoona, PA 16601

Vacant property, substandard not suitable for rehabilitation. Exterior needs painted; porch
rotted. Foundation is satisfactory. Roof needs replaced Windows are satisfactory. Interior is
unknown. Rear building is in bad shape, windows are broken. Has been vacant 4 ; years. Owner
was in court on 6/13/2024, was continued because they told the judge they would obtain
permits. They did not, were back in court again on 8/6/2024 and were found guilty. Water is off.
Electric and Gas are unknown. Outstanding Taxes 2023 $1,119.50; 2024 $2,197.58. The City will
have the structure demolished and place a lien on the property for the cost of the service.
Appropriate reuse for this property is residential in nature.

515 2" Avenue
Owner: Maria Ignacio
Address: P.O. Box 111
Patton, PA 16668

Vacant property is substandard and not suitable for rehabilitation. Has been vacant for 7 years.
Exterior needs painted in front. Foundation is satisfactory. Roof appears satisfactory. Windows
are broken. Interior is unknown. Accessory building is boarded up — needs roof/door replaced.
Permits were to be pulled in December, but never followed through. Water and Electric are shut
off. Gas is unknown. Taxes outstanding are unknown. The City will have the structure



demolished and place a lien on the property for the cost of the service. Appropriate reuse for this
property is residential in nature.

127 6 Avenue
Owner: John Bonanno (deceased)

Vacant property is substandard and not suitable for rehabilitation. Has been vacant for a year.
Exterior needs painted or new siding. Foundation is satisfactory. Porch roof is in bad shape.
Windows are satisfactory. Interior is unknown. Accessory building is satisfactory. Daughter,
Brenda Harding, claimed Estate was in process of being settled last year. Tried reaching several
times to get update, but no success. Water and Electric are shut-off. Gas is unknown. Outstanding
taxes 2023 $432.40; 2024 $378.60. The City will have the structure demolished and place a lien
on the property for the cost of the service. Appropriate reuse for this property is residential in
nature.

709 4 Avenue

Owner: James & Katherine Grimme (both deceased)
Responsible party is Paul Grimme

Address: 210 3™ Street

Altoona, PA 16602

Vacant property substandard not suitable for rehabilitation. Property has been vacant 3 years. No
contact with owners — had Tina in court for 712 3™ Avenue she has not updated us regarding this
property; never spoke with Paul. Exterior has rotting porch boards. Foundation is satisfactory.
Roof is satisfactory. Several broken windows. Interior is unknown. The fence is failing. Water
and Electric are off. Gas is unknown. Outstanding Taxes: 2022 $1,625.11; 2023 $623.23; 2024
$568.75. Property is scheduled for Judicial Sale on June 18, 2025. The City will have the
structure demolished and place a lien on the property for the cost of the service. Appropriate
reuse for this property is residential in nature.

1002 374 Avenue

Owner: 8 Dunnigan, LLC
Address: 8 Dunnigan Drive
Pomona, NY 10970

Blight- fire at property — no repairs. Residential fire, substandard not suitable for rehabilitation.
Fire was on 11/16/2023. No contact with owner. Exterior doors and windows are boarded to
deter unauthorized entry. Foundation is cracked and failing under the front porch. Roof is
satisfactory. Interior Fire at property caused heavy fire and water damage. Water, electric and gas
are shut off. Outstanding Taxes — None. The City will have the structure demolished and place a
lien on the property for the cost of the service. Appropriate reuse for this property is residential in
nature.



1009 4t Avenue

Owner: Vincent Weimert
Address: 1009 4 Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

Vacant/abandoned property. Substandard not suitable for rehabilitation. Property vacant for
approximately 9 months. Exterior window casings rotted, windows/doors left open, porch floors
deteriorating. Foundation cracked/falling in under front porch. Roof is satisfactory. Windows are
satisfactory. Interior is unknown, property was left unsecure for a long period of time. Email
conversation with Vincent in May 2024. He stated he would make an effort to make the required
repairs. To date, no progress has been made. Water, electric and gas are off. Outstanding Taxes:
2021 $426.39; 2022 $1,221.72; 2023 $798.54; 2024 $340.13. Property is scheduled for
Judicial Sale June 18, 2025. The City will demolish the structure and place a lien on the
property for the cost of the service. Appropriate reuse for this property is residential in nature.

1111 N. 5 Avenue

Owner: Hector Palma Sanchez & Bianca Estella Garnez
Address: 9306 Granite Circle

Frederick, MD 21702

Vacant property. Substandard not suitable for rehabilitation. Vacant since 2002. Property is in
disrepair; no repairs made. Exterior siding damaged/missing, stairs rotting/missing,
accumulations. Foundation areas are cracking. Roof is satisfactory. Windows, casings rotting,
birds flying in and out. Interior is unknown. No contact with owners, have made several calls, no
calls returned. Water is unknown, water authority states that their records go back to 2002 and
there has never been water turned on. Electric no meter observed. Gas no meter observed.
Outstanding Taxes 2024 $300.95. The City will demolish the structure and place a lien on the
property for the cost of the service. Appropriate reuse of the property is residential in nature.

915 6" Avenue

Owner: NRHO, LL.C

Address: 75 Beattie PI., Suite 300
Greenville, SC 29601

Blighted/vacant property. Substandard no suitable for rehabilitation. Vacant for approximately 4
months. Exterior wood siding rotting and falling off. Foundation Multiple mortar joints in need
of repair. Roof shingles missing in multiple areas, chimney falling apart. Windows multiple are
boarded and believed to be broken. Interior is unknown Accessory building believed to be filled
with accumulations. Fending falling apart, multiple missing pieces. John Hill Real Estate has
been actively trying to sell this property. No remedial work schedule has been submitted. They
were made aware this was required. Water and Electric are off. Gas unknown, meter inside.
Outstanding Taxes — None. The City will demolish the structure and place a lien on the property
for the cost of the service. Appropriate reuse of the property is residential in nature.



